
  



This year’s budget cover features a picture of  a wild flower found in the Elm Grove Park pollinator 
garden.  This garden is a joint project of the Peters Township Environmental Quality Board,  the 
Parks and Recreation Department and California University of Pennsylvania.  Pollinator gardens 
are natural places. They are planted to create a habitat for protecting and providing pollinators and 
beneficial insects what they need not just in the summer but all year round.   
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Reader’s Guide to the 
Peters Township Operating Budget and Capital Improvement Program 

 

This document presents both the 2022 Peters Township Operating Budget as well as the 2022 – 2026 Capital 
Improvement Program. 

 

Within the operating budget document, Peters Township Council provides definition to goals and objectives by 
allocating funds amongst a variety of budgetary categories. By deciding which services and programs will be 
offered and at what level of service, Council through the operating budget creates an action plan for the 
upcoming year. 

 

The Capital Improvement Program differs from the operating budget in two ways. Its focus is restricted to 
significant expenditures on improvements to public facilities, equipment, and ad hoc initiatives. While it includes 
information on current year projects, its real value is focusing attention on major initiatives planned for the future. 

 

The 2022 Peters Township Operating Budget and the 2022 – 2026 Capital Improvement Program are divided into 
ten sections. These are listed in the table below: 

 
 

Budget Message 
Visions, Goals, 

Strategies for Action 

Program Performance 
Measures 

 

Revenue by Source 
Capital Improvement 

Program 
 

Budget Summary 
Financial Goals and 

Policies 

 

Budget by Funds 
Expenditures by 

Program 

 

Appendix 

 

The  Budget Message provides the Township Manager’s overview of the budget and the recommendations 
contained therein. This letter provides not only a summary of the budget; it is designed to assist the reader in 
developing an understanding of the key budget issues. 

 

As the title suggests the Budget Summary succinctly presents budgetary information in the form of consolidated 
tables, charts, and graphs. The summary includes information on revenues, expenditures, fund balance, 
organizational structure and staffing levels. 

 

The section titled  Visions, Goals, and Strategies for Actions links the Township’s vision statement and goals to 
specific budget initiatives. 

 

The budget includes a statement of the  Financial Goals and Policies that govern not only the development of the 
budget but also the ongoing financial administration of the Township. 

 

Program Performance Measures are presented to allow the reader to assess what drives the demand for 

municipal services, at what level and how efficiently services are being provided, and what outcomes are being 

achieved. 
 

Revenues by Source presents detailed information on all revenue streams including a presentation of the 

assumptions used to calculate the budget.  Expenditures by Program provides detailed information on 

programming including historical expenditure and staffing levels as well as goals and objectives. 
 

The  Capital Improvement Program is divided into six sections including an introduction, financing policy, the 

status of the prior year’s projects, a plan summary, funding sources for current year capital projects, and a detailed 
description of the five-year capital program’s projects. 

 

The  Appendix contains supplemental information including the enabling ordinances, statistical information about 

the Township, and a glossary that defines terms and acronyms used throughout the budget document.



Peters Township Arrowhead Logo 

Peters Township is a suburban community located 14 miles south of the City of Pittsburgh in 
Washington County, Pennsylvania.  The municipality, which encompasses 19.8 square miles, has a 
population of 22,946, according to the 2020 Census. 
 

The Township operates through the authority granted to it by the Peters Township Home Rule 
Charter.  The Charter provides that the Township be governed by a seven member elected Council 
that is vested with a broad-range of policy- making powers.  To assist the Council in formulation of 
policy, a variety of boards have been created:  These include: 

Planning Commission  Environmental Quality Board 
Zoning Hearing Board   Library Board 
Youth Commission  Park and Recreation Board 
Cable Television Board  Construction Appeals Board 

 

Day to day administration is the responsibility of the Township Manager.  Council appoints the Manager for an indeterminate 
period.  The Manager, in turn, recommends to Council the appointment of all Department Heads. 
 

Peters Township provides a wide variety of public services that include: 
   Police Protection   Code Enforcement 
   Fire Protection   Library 
   Road Maintenance  Parks and Recreation 
   Planning    Community Television 

 

Peters Township was incorporated in 1781 as one of the 13 original townships of 
Washington County when it became part of Pennsylvania.  Prior to 1781, the Peters 
Township area was part of Virginia.  Over the years, portions of Peters Township were 
sectioned off to form other municipalities, eventually, leaving us with the present 19.5 
square mile configuration. Peters Township was named after William “Indian” Peters.  
There is uncertainty as to whether Mr. Peters was a Native American or a settler who 
traded with the Indians of the area.  Regardless, the Indian name has long been 
associated with Peters Township. 
 

Some of the first settlers were the Wright Brothers (James and Joshua), James 
Matthews, John Sweringer, Rev. David Phillips, Andrew Dunlevy, Daniel Townsend, and Robert Bell. Peters was initially a 
farming community, and active farms still remain amidst the new housing developments. Peters Township remained a sparsely 
populated rural community until the 1950’s.  The 1950 population was 3,004.    

Peters Township, Washington County, Pennsylvania  

For over forty-five years, the Peters Township arrowhead logo in all its iterations and forms has been a 
ubiquitous symbol of community pride for those who live, work, learn, and play in the Township.  The 
Township’s arrowhead greets first time visitors entering along 
Route 19, as well as welcomes home life long residents every day.. 
The Peters Township arrowhead proclaims our victories and calls 
us to service. The arrowhead signage helps get us where we are 
going and identifies where we are. The Peters Township 
Arrowhead adorns cars and courts , budgets and banners, pins and 

patches, as well as trophies and trucks. 
 

The Township’s current Arrowhead logo was designed by local artist Robert Chamberlain who used an arrowhead found in 
Peters Township as the pattern. In 1976 it was adopted by the Peters Township Council as the Township’s official logo as part of 
the community’s transition to a home rule community.   
 

Over the years various other local public agencies and service groups including the 
volunteer fire company, the library, community television, the sanitary authority, the 
Chamber, and the Peters Township School District have adopted their own versions of the 
arrowhead logos. 

Cover Photo: The photograph on the budget cover is the Elm Grove Park pollinator garden and was taken by Kelsey Sylvester.  
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